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Message from F&B Manawatū Chair 

Following an excellent talk last month by Vicky Gane, Biodiversity officer, Horizons, called 

"Truth and Deer" we had a follow up field trip to Totara Reserve. Twelve members came 
and  despite a few rain clouds looming up from time to time we stayed dry. A sociable 

lunch time was spent sitting around the fire pit in the sun. 
This public reserve is managed by Horizons so Vicky knows it intimately. She led us 
through a track that fallow deer (the most prevalent in the area) use alot. They are seen 

crossing the road that runs through the reserve frequently 
The trip included a discussion about the maintenance and cost of management by 
Horizons (with our rate payers money). We need to encourage people to visit and see the 
amazing totaras and bird life.. 
 

All the rat traps are now distributed and mixed results are coming in so far, which means 
our rat trap initative planned for 12 months is under way.Thankyou to our members who 

have taken up the challenge. 
 

I have called on some of the retirement villages around the city to see if they are happy to 
publicise our monthly meetings, with our good guest speakers, to their residents and I 

received a very positive response from them all. We will be sending them our meeting 
posters for their display boards. 

 
Thats all for this month 

Margaret 
Chairperson 
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September 2024 Monthly talk  
Tuesday 10th September 2024 @ 7.30 p.m. 

 

PN City Library, George Street Entrance, Palmerston North 

 

(will be streamed via zoom, see below for the link)  
 

Talk:  “Myrtle rust research update - from Beyond Myrtle Rust and beyond        

Speaker: Jenny Leonard, Programme Science communicator for Landcare Research 

             (Our advertised speaker, Alby Marsh, regretfully, is unable to give his presentation) 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Synopsis of talk:  Myrtle rust was first detected on mainland New Zealand in May 

2017. Since then, it has spread throughout the North Island, parts of the South 

Island, and the Chathams. In this talk, Jenny Leonard will be delivering a brief 

overview of the disease before delving into the research that has been conducted 

over the last few years by the Beyond Myrtle Rust research programme as well as 

other research groups, programmes and projects across New Zealand. Jenny will be 

choosing the bits of the research she finds the most interesting to provide a holistic 

overview of the current state of myrtle rust research in New Zealand. She will also 

be giving some tips for what the public can do to get involved.  
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
Time:          7.30 p.m. to 9.00 p.m. 

Zoom Link: https://forestandbird-org-
nz.zoom.us/j/88526558443?pwd=bEclLF7qnqb2vPlbKv9ZqtPWoThExx.1 

 

All welcome. Gold coin donation appreciated 

 
** THE FORGOTTEN PANDEMIC – an article in NZ Geographic 

HTTPS://WWW.NZGEO.COM/STORIES/THE-FORGOTTEN-

PANDEMIC/#:~:TEXT=A%20VICIOUS%20STRAIN%20OF%20MYRTLE,BIGGEST%20P%C5%8DHUTUKAWA%20
START%20TO%20FALL 

A vicious strain of myrtle rust is burning through our bush. Dozens of native species—and 
the ecosystems they support—are at risk.… 

https://forestandbird-org-nz.zoom.us/j/88526558443?pwd=bEclLF7qnqb2vPlbKv9ZqtPWoThExx.1
https://forestandbird-org-nz.zoom.us/j/88526558443?pwd=bEclLF7qnqb2vPlbKv9ZqtPWoThExx.1
https://www.nzgeo.com/stories/the-forgotten-pandemic/#:~:text=A%20vicious%20strain%20of%20myrtle,biggest%20p%C5%8Dhutukawa%20start%20to%20fall
https://www.nzgeo.com/stories/the-forgotten-pandemic/#:~:text=A%20vicious%20strain%20of%20myrtle,biggest%20p%C5%8Dhutukawa%20start%20to%20fall
https://www.nzgeo.com/stories/the-forgotten-pandemic/#:~:text=A%20vicious%20strain%20of%20myrtle,biggest%20p%C5%8Dhutukawa%20start%20to%20fall
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RECORDING OF OUR MONTHLY TALK 

The Manawatū Committee apologises for not posting the Youtube link for our monthly 
talks. We have hit a technical issue with the conversion. As soon as this has been sorted 
out, we will publise the Youtube links. 

 
***On that note, we are seeking amongst our members, for anyone who has video editing 

skills who could help us with our problem If you are skilled in video editing, please email 
me at manawatu.branch@forestandbird.org.nz  Thank you 

 
 

FOREST & BIRD 2025 CALENDARS AND DIARIES 
 

Our F&B Calendars and Diaries will be on sale at the September and Octobber meetings - 

and the Sept & Oct meetings until we sell out. 

For those of you who have contacted me - your order will be there at the meeting to be 

collected (if you have paid by internet banking). If you have indicated you would like to 

pay cash for your order at the meeting, please see the Calendar sales table. 

Please email me at manawatu.branch@forestandbird.org.nz  if you would like a calendar 

and/or diary between our Monthly Meetings and I will arrange with you for collection 

Please would you also, provide a contact number, in case I need to get in touch with you. 

Many thanks – Anthea 

PS please note that overseas snailmail is taking longer these days 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Predator Spotlight  
 

Manawatū Rat trap Initiative Reminder  
 

Just a wee reminder to those members who have rat traps, can you please remember to 
advise us of your monthly results even if it is Nil. And add a note to let us know what bait 

was used. 
Another tip is to put out a lure such as that made with flour,icing sugar and vanilla 

essence. 
There is plenty of helpful information on the Predator Free NZ website and it is worth 

getting their newsletters. https://predatorfreenz.org  
One more thing!  Please wear protective GLOVES when dealing with your trap.  
 

mailto:manawatu.branch@forestandbird.org.nz
mailto:manawatu.branch@forestandbird.org.nz
https://predatorfreenz.org/
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Possums – postscript 

The possum control project using mayonnaise as a lure 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/environment/350401451/possum-control-project-using-
mayonnaise-lure  

A Taranaki possum control project is using mayonnaise to lure the pests near its cameras 
in an attempt to monitor numbers. 

Taranaki Regional Council’s Towards Predator-Free Taranaki team has been working to 
eradicate possums between the Timaru Stream and the Hangatāhua (Stony) River since 

January 2023. 
Before that it targetted the area between the Timaru Stream and Oākura River, which has 

had no resident possum population for more than three years. 
In an emailed statement, programme lead Nick Heslop said almost 3500 possums had 
been removed from the extension area. 

 

Explore all the amazing candidates and campaigns by going to the Bird of the Year 

website – and remember to get your votes in for your fave five New Zealand birds before 
5pm Sunday 15 September!   The winner is announced on Monday 16 September. 

In the meantime, read on to find out why hoiho numbers are plummeting, learn more 
about the secretive weweia, the lifestyle of the crafty cuckoo, and how kōkako numbers 
were boosted in Kaharoa Forest thanks to the Give a Trap initiative.  

 

 

OTHER CONSERVATION NEWS 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/aug/22/new-zealand-endangered-birds-

vaccination-h5n1-avian-bird-flu-virus 
Small trial on native birds is part of preparations for arrival of deadly strain of H5N1 avian 
flu, which has not yet been reported in New Zealand. Go to the link to read the full story. 

 
Whitebait:The Department of Conservation has urged whitebaiters to take care and stick 

to the rules once the season starts on September 1. Between 2019 and 2023, four people 
drowned while whitebaiting in New Zealand, None were wearing lifejackets 

The Department of Conservation has urged whitebaiters to have fun at the river, follow 
the rules and keep themselves and freshwater habitats safe as the season approaches. 
The whitebaiting season begins on September 1 and runs until October 30.  To read the 

full advise go to : https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/whitebaiters-urged-to-stay-safe-and-
stick-to-the-rules/NT2DVFM34NATFNDH5PTV6W4ZZ4/ 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/environment/350401451/possum-control-project-using-mayonnaise-lure
https://www.stuff.co.nz/environment/350401451/possum-control-project-using-mayonnaise-lure
https://forestandbird.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=056bc28505444958c9358e331&id=4aa4e8e98b&e=395964f04e
https://forestandbird.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=056bc28505444958c9358e331&id=4aa4e8e98b&e=395964f04e
https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/aug/22/new-zealand-endangered-birds-vaccination-h5n1-avian-bird-flu-virus
https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/aug/22/new-zealand-endangered-birds-vaccination-h5n1-avian-bird-flu-virus
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/whitebaiters-urged-to-stay-safe-and-stick-to-the-rules/NT2DVFM34NATFNDH5PTV6W4ZZ4/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/whitebaiters-urged-to-stay-safe-and-stick-to-the-rules/NT2DVFM34NATFNDH5PTV6W4ZZ4/
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Department of Conservation  

Our predator control programme has had a great year, achieving the best results to date. 
Over the last year we have delivered 24 aerial predator control operations across 735,000 

ha of public conservation land. Monitoring has revealed exceptionally good results from 
this work, with rats consistently reduced to undetectable or very low levels, and stoats and 
possums effectively controlled. 
The improved results are in part due to changes to the timing of operations in areas where 
beech forest seeding (known as a ‘mast’) caused a surge in rodent and stoat numbers last 

year.  
In previous years we timed operations for late winter and spring to protect nesting forest 

birds from predators. This generally worked well, but we’d get poorer results during mast 
events, as heavy beech seeding creates a 'food glut' where rodents have plenty to eat.  

After a moderate beech mast affected large parts of the South Island and Ruapehu 
in 2023, we decided to test new timings and run operations either before the seed 

hit the ground or after it had gone. This meant the operations ran before the beech 
mast occurred, or the following summer and autumn, avoiding the food glut and 
targeting rodents when they were hungry. 
We took a measured risk trialling this different approach, but we are stoked that it 
has proven highly successful with consistently good results. This new approach will 
stand us in good stead for the next big beech mast when predator numbers surge 
again, and help give ecosystems a chance to recover and native wildlife a chance to 
thrive.  
Read more about the results here: https://bit.ly/3ZeJ6CS  

Some of the many endangered species that benefit from predator control 

 
Southern NZ Dotterel/Pukunui is at Stewart Island / Rakiura. 

Remember your favourite endangered bird? The Southern NZ Dotterel? 

 
We've got exciting news from Ngāi Tahu. The 
historic southern Māori name has been located 

and we can confirm that these amazing feathered 
friends should be known as pukunui! So that 

means we are no longer using the name 
Tūturiwhatu, that's the Northern NZ Dotterel's 

name @nzdotterelbirdoftheyear  
With only 101 pukunui left in the world they are 

critically endangered and on the brink of 
extinction! 

 

https://www.facebook.com/docgovtnz?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX1aa7qbXNSJefSqob4XH_ktEOCR2fYmT02smCccpvdIs4jio3tNdzvzTunGTwrKLGpgLVulr_TJGznidHCobkioAdDlQv4ij_0auSSWNPn1z3CPl23m_csKeOdhEKB-K07ym64eXv1_eLqc77rL7R8_QYmNhz0_eLBfv0gGA3Rqos_5xJqEuqKsHANN2CYfYohOtlP4wXrvyzqnKc_Q5Pg&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3ZeJ6CS%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2ttXW1czOL4thOwJ4JYPWfSMHZanGP0ekOwxBqXLJk3V8R0lNlC4d8EaY_aem_rpafEzkfY_oSp0Wrkes75Q&h=AT0PnMvM_Ti6TxCPjiapEixeEiQM1bz7G7-RP0BhMylPMNrpqoW-bRi6fu53d5ZMTfkkLQEB8B8-ohNXqQ98ddHs8tjaOF7sSZbL3tefiCXyp3GYKq2xmshQKjAwhojsynKL&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3FWHSJriNZhArSjWzdemfrPUjShZNuj_daGuoHo_bP5bvMMDMZ0oaMPxNRqCiGIP-r_boSUxN60HH33kO-8OH_yuvGBy1MQMymtJZNHm78jXgX2YO7YPZr-2H218LM14Pd0v5nMtVYX0NSa0FYY0F0DrJlo2w4JpKNWjbc9MkWr5l_uRLvn2x9nfaTFLdZMhOPKzSAHhJ3emzXpRt-AMwhMlSTswfyrBxNlgk3
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100083476275663&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWON4dC2KxsCpRkoYDC5Z6jGZ_7dm5yAXZuyiOdNl-kfDopHnOYl5eFWbE44xAVF_lGz-hSFcaITBRHpScxBtR7AUG0dUk1xmffOwdrcMKjmJSeyQG6yCBgrJT-GU3reNNiwU44aEygxoqqJQavZ_c7G1EUZzj5IBrxlv-EO7xGryWUua3w5TqmdnXvXO68Ojw&__tn__=-%5dC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/stewart.island.rakiura?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWON4dC2KxsCpRkoYDC5Z6jGZ_7dm5yAXZuyiOdNl-kfDopHnOYl5eFWbE44xAVF_lGz-hSFcaITBRHpScxBtR7AUG0dUk1xmffOwdrcMKjmJSeyQG6yCBgrJT-GU3reNNiwU44aEygxoqqJQavZ_c7G1EUZzj5IBrxlv-EO7xGryWUua3w5TqmdnXvXO68Ojw&__tn__=-%5dC%2CP-R
https://www.instagram.com/_u/nzdotterelbirdoftheyear?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0X7MbzEGC3Q9WUx-3CjNjhvi63fWFEsPjPd9THupWua0PZcQmAoKJO-Ss_aem_I2Z9n7SOXlmSJpGsXXhEEA
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Department of Conservation  
Masters of disguise! Spot the bird in the photo 

 
Conservation Week is the perfect time to take action for 

nature! One way to do that is by joining The Great 
Matuku Muster. 
Shy and elusive, matuku-hūrepo are classified as 
nationally critical, with an estimated population of less 
than 1000 individual birds.  

The Great Matuku Muster calls on people to visit their 
local wetlands for up to an hour before sunset, and 

listen for the “boom” or “whoomp” sound of the male 
birds. 

The Great Matuku Muster events are one day each 
month on and around Saturday 14 September, Saturday 

19 October and Saturday November 16. 
Read more: https://bit.ly/3Tdrh3y 

Visit www.lovebittern.com or contact lovebittern@gmail.com for more information on 
taking part. 

: Anita Spencer  PS the bird is in the bottom right-hand of the photo 

 

BIRDS NZ MANAWATŪ BRANCH    © 
 

Monthly meeting Wednesday 11th September 2024 @ 7:15 pm 
Val Kenward Room at the PN Community Leisure Centre, 569 Ferguson Street. 

Speaker: Associate Professor Phil Battley, Massey University 
Talk: Red Knots reluctantly reveal their secrets 

*** If you missed Phil Battley’s talk about Red Knots to F&B Manawatū now is your chance 
to hear what Phil has to say about this fascinating bird. 

 

REGULAR WORKING BEES 

Get your hands dirty! 

Sept 24  Dune Gardens, Foxton. 

Sept 14  Green Corridors Summerhill 
Help maintain corridors of native trees. 

Sept 22  A Rocha Nursery 
Growing natives from eco-sourced seed. 
Sept 8  Apollo Butterfly Park 

Planting for Monarch butterflies. 
Sept 15   Pit Park Roslyn 

A restored urban native bush habitat. 
Most Sundays Manawatū Estuary Trust 

Keeping exotic species out of the wetland. 
  
 

https://www.facebook.com/docgovtnz?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVZk7vIa725y5szIpY-Nwh-v7LatXqRaOs__d2i9SzEbBg_KQoljQVutr8bPCG1SbHhtewvpCqy-ho2sAA9zpTsCL0-P5k1OBYL7KA3u7NqxOnDes4tq3Bq3x0z3OboncDrzzI0MercYFCF1ZQV7b43NL05oaPFDXQB5gRxnAH3IPN2jMVnxz-p42suHTj4QhQ&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://bit.ly/3Tdrh3y?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1jk2rEkL5NOouRspD5CcP7HCpQ8C6AARb2Em6ErXYQt49kASk8w1fx0fE_aem_LfgsfKmMShBk4lPsR0XmPg
http://www.lovebittern.com/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3zO890lJMRx6SCbmUZ4aLwZi2ylaSXZDu4SoDv9qB6sQjosuv4KhjYx-0_aem_UN8pRofmWy45T7oJkrYdOQ
https://track.infoodle.com/f/a/dfIYUpx_QxAghovtTp6bKA~~/AABEcgA~/RgRot2M0P0Q6aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZW5tLm9yZy5uei9jY20vY2FsZW5kYXIvdmlld19ldmVudC81NjUxNi82MTY5NFcDc3BjQgpmzzve1GZvgV-wUiRtYW5hd2F0dS5icmFuY2hAZm9yZXN0YW5kYmlyZC5vcmcubnpYBAAAAhA~
https://track.infoodle.com/f/a/BTXJKy8DG2oSoWbBpVAQ_Q~~/AABEcgA~/RgRot2M0P0Q6aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZW5tLm9yZy5uei9jY20vY2FsZW5kYXIvdmlld19ldmVudC81NjUxNi80NjU3M1cDc3BjQgpmzzve1GZvgV-wUiRtYW5hd2F0dS5icmFuY2hAZm9yZXN0YW5kYmlyZC5vcmcubnpYBAAAAhA~
https://track.infoodle.com/f/a/3YCAFOy_QiJSf0dQnRfZjQ~~/AABEcgA~/RgRot2M0P0Q6aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZW5tLm9yZy5uei9jY20vY2FsZW5kYXIvdmlld19ldmVudC81NjUxNi81MjI0MFcDc3BjQgpmzzve1GZvgV-wUiRtYW5hd2F0dS5icmFuY2hAZm9yZXN0YW5kYmlyZC5vcmcubnpYBAAAAhA~
https://track.infoodle.com/f/a/v19RsUN5f-Y0Ev6t-SIF-g~~/AABEcgA~/RgRot2M0P0Q6aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZW5tLm9yZy5uei9jY20vY2FsZW5kYXIvdmlld19ldmVudC81NjUxNi80NDc0OVcDc3BjQgpmzzve1GZvgV-wUiRtYW5hd2F0dS5icmFuY2hAZm9yZXN0YW5kYmlyZC5vcmcubnpYBAAAAhA~
https://track.infoodle.com/f/a/aAhPhn3Z8YfBssG7F7MjMQ~~/AABEcgA~/RgRot2M0P0Q6aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZW5tLm9yZy5uei9jY20vY2FsZW5kYXIvdmlld19ldmVudC81NjUxNi80NTE5M1cDc3BjQgpmzzve1GZvgV-wUiRtYW5hd2F0dS5icmFuY2hAZm9yZXN0YW5kYmlyZC5vcmcubnpYBAAAAhA~
https://track.infoodle.com/f/a/2koPHiCCHjJuQ3Woep4zkg~~/AABEcgA~/RgRot2M0P0Q6aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZW5tLm9yZy5uei9jY20vY2FsZW5kYXIvdmlld19ldmVudC81NjUxNi80MzA3OFcDc3BjQgpmzzve1GZvgV-wUiRtYW5hd2F0dS5icmFuY2hAZm9yZXN0YW5kYmlyZC5vcmcubnpYBAAAAhA~
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A Request from one of F&B Manawatū members 
 
Kerry Griffiths has set up a Givealittle page (Environment section) called “Search for extinct 
PioPio”, considered extinct but he has recorded its song. Note: Piopio, New Zealand thrush 
 

He wants to go back to Southern Fiordland to search for it and other lost birds such as Bush 

Wren,S I Snipe,NZ Quail , S I Kokako and Laughing Owl. 
Kerry is scheduled to talk to the Branch early next year. 

 
October 2024 Monthly talk  
Tuesday 8th October 2024 @ 7.30 p.m. 

 

PN City Library, George Street Entrance, Palmerston North 

 (will be streamed via zoom)  
   

Talk:  Toheroa are NZ's most protected shellfish, but their numbers aren't 
recovering. Why? 

Speakers:   Justin Tamihana, Ngatai Kikopiri Reservation Trustees Manawatū Estuary    

Management and  
Dr. Phil Ross, Fisheries Analyst position at Fisheries New Zealand 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

Justin and Phil will talk about the toheroa collapse and what work is being carried out to help 

its recovery 
The toheroa, an iconic surf clam and taonga species, were once plentiful on the west coast 

beaches of NZ and were a world-renowned kaimoana. But populations collapsed in the 
1960s after decades of unsustainable harvest, and harvesting was banned. Despite more 
than 50 years of protection, wild toheroa populations haven’t recovered. But now, it might 
be on the way back. 

All welcome. Gold coin donation appreciated 

 

That is all for this month. Hope to see you at our meeting in September. 

Best wishes 

Anthea 
Anthea McClelland 
Editor 

F&B Manawatū Branch 
Manawatu.branch@forestandbird.org.nz 

 

 

 

mailto:Manawatu.branch@forestandbird.org.nz

